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NONPUBLIC POSTSECONDARY INSTITUTION LICENSING 
EXPLANATION OF EXEMPTION FOR 

“INSTITUTIONS WHOSE SOLE PURPOSE IS RELIGIOUS OR THEOLOGICAL TRAINING” 
Code Section 59-58-30(4) Exclusions 

 
 
1. CITATION FOR EXEMPTION. The South Carolina Commission on Higher Education is the licensing 
authority for private postsecondary education under the provisions of the Nonpublic Postsecondary Institution 
License Act, Chapter 58 of Title 59, South Carolina Code of Laws, 1976, as amended.  Section 59-58-30 of the 
law states that the definition of a “nonpublic educational institution” does not include “(4) Institutions whose 
sole purpose is religious or theological training.”   
 
2. CITATION FOR DEFINITION OF “RELIGIOUS OR THEOLOGICAL.” Section 59-58-20(18) 
defines “religious or theological training” as “...the awarding of nonacademic degrees, diplomas, or certificates 
with a specific theological, biblical, divinity, or other religious designation.”   
 
3. TYPE OF DEGREES EXEMPT INSTITUTIONS MAY AWARD. Bible colleges and theological 
seminaries are exempt from licensure requirements if they limit their South Carolina offerings to courses for 
Bible or theological credentials. Credentials must be titled clearly to label them as professional, such as 
“Associate of Biblical Studies” or “Bachelor of General Ministry,” or “Master of Divinity.” An exempt 
institution may offer programs that prepare graduates for service in ministry.  An exempt institution may not 
award Ph.D. degrees, or associate’s, bachelor’s, or master’s degrees in arts or sciences. 
 
4. PROHIBITION OF CLAIMS. As stated in South Carolina Commission on Higher Education 
Regulation 62-25.K., “An institution exempt from the Commission’s oversight may not claim that it is under 
authority of the Nonpublic Postsecondary Institution License Act or the Commission.  It may not claim that the 
South Carolina Commission on Higher Education recognizes it, grants it authority to operate, offer, or award a 
credential, or use any other misleading language referring to approval, recognition, authority, licensure, 
accreditation, certification, registration, or oversight.”  Regulation 62-26 states that “Reference in advertising to 
accreditation shall name the agency and shall be limited to accreditation currently held by the institution 
through nationally recognized accrediting agencies as defined and listed by the United States Department of 
Education.”  
 
5. FURTHER REVIEW; AUTHORIZATION TO INVESTIGATE. The Commission reserves the right 
to examine the status of any exempt institution based on information available in the future to the Commission 
or based on changes in authority the General Assembly grants to the Commission.  Regulation 62-27 gives the 
Commission the authority to intervene on the behalf of a person filing a complaint against an institution that is 
exempt from the oversight of the Commission.   



 
6. INFORMING THE COMMISSION. So that the staff might better be able to respond to inquiries from 
the public, please inform the Commission of activities of exempt institutions. 
  
7. LETTER OF EXEMPTION. Make a request in writing for a letter from the Commission specifically 
acknowledging exemption. Include the name of the institution, officials of the institution, a list of the programs 
to be offered, and a copy of publications.   
 
8. RECOGNIZED ACCREDITING AGENCIES. The Commission recommends that officials at exempt 
institutions contact a recognized accrediting agency and carefully consider complying with the requirements for 
recognized accreditation, especially in the areas of faculty credentials, curricula structure, and credit awards.  
Three recognized accrediting agencies that accredit theological institutions are: 
 

Accrediting Association of Bible Colleges (AABC) 
Commission on Accrediting 
P. O. Box 780339 
5890 S. Semoran Boulevard 
Orlando, FL  32822-0339 
407.207.0808 Fax 407.207.0840 
www.aabc.org 
 AABC accredits colleges that offer certificates, diplomas, associate and/or baccalaureate 
degrees aimed at preparing students for Christian ministries through biblical, church/vocational, and 
general studies. 
 
Association of Theological Schools in the United States and Canada (ATS) 
Commission on Accrediting 
10 Summit Park Drive 
Pittsburgh, PA  15275-1103 
Telephone 412.788.6505 Fax 412.788.6510 
www.ats.edu/ 
 ATS accredits graduate professional schools of theology, theological seminaries, and graduate 
programs in theology. 

 
Transnational Association of Christian Colleges and Schools (TRACS) 
P.O. Box 328, Forest, Virginia 24551   
Phone (434) 525-9539 Fax (434) 525-9538  
www.tracs.org  
 TRACS accredits Christian postsecondary institutions offering certificates, diplomas, and/or 
degrees n Christian education. 

 
For additional information contact Nonpublic Postsecondary Institution Licensing: 

Renea Eshleman, Coordinator 803.737.2281 reshlema@che.sc.gov
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